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PRE-P	
	

Dear	everyone,		
A.P.J.	Abdul	Kalam	sold	newspapers	 to	 support	his	 family	and	became	 the	
11th	President	of	India.	
Narayana	Murthy	relied	on	his	wife’s	savings	of	Rs.	10,000	and	went	on	to	
become	‘The	Father	of	Indian	IT	Sector.	
Indra	 Nooyi	 worked	 night	 shifts	 to	 pay	 for	 her	 college	 studies	 before	
becoming		
the	CEO	of	PepsiCo,	the	second-largest	beverage	business	in	the	world.	
Dhirubhai	Ambani,	 the	son	of	a	school	teacher	 in	a	remote	village	in	rural	
Gujarat	started	Reliance	Industries	with	just	$1000.	
Do	Won	Chang:	worked	three	jobs:	at	a	coffee	shop,	a	local	gas	station,	and	
an	office	cleaning	job	before	becoming	the	founder	of	Forever	21.	
J.K.	 Rowling	 battled	 depression,	 financial	 difficulties,	 grieving	 over	 the	
death	of	her	mother,	and	having	 to	 raise	a	 child	by	herself	while	 living	on	benefits.	 She	 later	went	on	 to	
become	the	first	author	to	reach	the	billionaire	mark	with	her	successful	Harry	Potter	series.		

Roman	Abramovich,	born	a	Russian	Orphan,	now	owns	the	Chelsea	Soccer	Team	

What	did	all	these	famous	personalities	have	in	common?	
Have	you	discovered	the	three-letter	word?	The	use	of	“yet”	is	particularly	potent	in	these	three	situations:	
encouraging	learning,	maintaining	engagement,	and	increasing	confidence	in	individuals.	Dr.	Carol	Dweck,	
who’s	best	known	for	her	work	on	growth	and	fixed	mind-sets,	has	discussed	the	“power	of	yet”	in	a	TEDx	
Talk.	(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sReQgHQuxMo).	

	Children	and	adults	with	predominantly	a	growth	mind-set	and	a	belief	in	the”	power	of	yet”	demonstrate	
a	 love	 of	 learning	 that	 keeps	 them	 developing	 and	 building	 resilience	 that’s	 essential	 for	 great	
accomplishments.	
The	“power	of	yet”	is	our	magic	wand.	Let’s	use	it	to	encourage	continual	learning	and	development	and	to	
keep	our	students	and	children	engaged	in	a	task.	Over	the	years,	I’ve	discovered	that	it	puts	children	and	
adults	at	ease	and	encourages	them	to	acknowledge	their	true	feelings. It	raises	self-confidence	and	a	sense	
of	personal	worth	to	help	students,	children	and	adults	to	successfully	manage	the	situation. 
Now	 it’s	our	 turn	as	parents	and	 teachers	 to	 try	 the	power	of	yet	 to	make	a	positive	 impact	on	 learning,	
engagement	and	self-confidence	in	our	children,	students	&	ourselves.	

Warm	Regards	

Ms.	Deidre	Gokhale		

IGCSE	Coordinator		
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STAFF	WORKSHOPS	
	

At	The	Gera	School,	we	believe	that	teachers	are	learners	as	well.	Therefore,	we	started	our	
back-to-school	schedule	with	lots	of	training	sessions	for	self	and	professional	
development.	

1)	Play	and	Making	the	Year(s)	Count:	a	Goal	setting	workshop	by	Ms	Jessica	Sharma	

2)	A	session	for	all	teachers		on	Sharing	
Knowledge:	designed	by	Ms	Charlene	Farrell	
and	Mr	C	P	Joseph	

3)	A	session	on	Strategies	for	Cognitive	
Engagements	by	Mr	C	P	Joseph	

4)	Divergent	and	Convergent	Thinking	by	
Ms.	Suparna	Das	for	the	Primary	Section	Staff	

	5)	Teaching	Strategies	by	Ms	Deidre	Gokhale	for	all	the	teachers	

6)	A	workshop		on	POCSO	and	PoSH	workshop	by	an	external	
trainer	for	all	Staff	Members	

7)	A	yoga	session	by	Ms	Shagufta	Khan	and	a	zumba	session	by	Ms	
Nikita	Naik	–	both	wonderful	ones!	
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NEWS	FROM	MIDDLE	SCHOOL	&	IGCSE	
EVENTS	

I. International	Yoga	Day		
Keep	 Calm	 and	 Do	 Yoga!	 TGS	 learners	 marked	 the	
celebration	of	 the	 International	Yoga	Day	 in	 the	gracious	
presence	of	the	Yoga	Acharya,	Ms.	Namrata	Menon,	Brand	
Ambassador	 of	 Yoga	 from	 Goa.	 Learning	 techniques	 to	
strengthen	 their	 mind	 and	 body	 and	 calming	 their	
thoughts	to	focus	better,	the	learners	deeply	connected	to	
themselves	as	they	attempted	the	asanas.			

	
II. Art	Attack		

Middle	School	students	expressed	their	creativity	 through	sketches	and	colours	on	topics	ranging	
from	their	favourite	sport	to	an	interpretation	of	a	fish	market	and	what	they	can	derive	from	a	very	
interesting	poem.		
	

NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	
I. CIRCLE	TIME/	LEADERSHIP	CURRICULUM	

Grade	6	
The	 students	 of	 Grade	 6	 have	 been	 focused	 on	 feelings	 and	 emotions.	 Being	 able	 to	 analyse	
information	 and	 draw	 conclusions	 about	 emotional	 intelligence	 is	 something	 even	 adults	 find	
difficult.	The	learners	of	Grade	6	have	already	begun	trying	to	decipher	information	that	is	crucial	
for	their	bright	and	promising	futures.		
	

Grade	7	
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This	fortnight,	the	learners	of	Grade	7	took	a	class	to	recap	and	re-establish	their	bonds	with	their	
peers.	 Later	 on,	 we	 went	 all	 in	 with	 discussions	 on	 feelings	 and	 emotions.	 Understanding	 the	
universal	nature	of	the	expression	of	emotion,	the	learners	were	able	to	analyse	and	establish	how	
basic	feelings	and	emotions	are	actually	a	necessary	prerequisite	to	survival.		
	

Grade	8	
The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 8	 are	 learning	 how	 to	 work	 in	 teams	 to	 analyse	 and	 evaluate	 current	
situations	and	understand	how	emotional	 intelligence	can	go	a	long	way	 in	helping	solve	some	of	
the	most	 serious	 situations	 in	 the	world	 today.	 These	 learners	
are	being	guided	to	think	 from	various	angles	and	perspectives	
and	 to	 have	 a	 broader,	 more	 emotionally	 stable	 viewpoint	 in	
decision	making.	

	

Grade	9	
The	learners	of	Grade	9	spent	the	
fortnight	 discussing	 and	
evaluating	the	universal	nature	of	
expression	 of	 emotions.	 They	
allowed	 their	 thought	 processes	 to	
be	more	analytical	and	evaluative	 in	
working	through	research	studies	
conducted	 on	 various	
populations.	 These	 learners	
discussed	 populations	 of	 visually	
impaired,	 tribes	 and	 samples	
from	 the	 animal	 kingdom	 to	
arrive	at	the	conclusion	that	some	
basic	emotional	expressions	are	universal.		
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Grade	10	
	
This	 fortnight,	 the	 learners	 of	 Grade	 10	 discussed	 the	 universal	
nature	 of	 expression	 of	 emotions.	 They	 then	 went	 on	 to	 analyse	
current	 news	 articles	 for	 emotional	 intelligence	 or	 lack	 thereof	 in	
certain	situations	unfolding	around	the	world.	Besides	that,	they	also	
worked	 on	 analysing	 what	 would	 happen	 if	 certain	 views	 and	
legislations	 were	 changed	 and	 made,	 keeping	 a	 more	 balanced	
emotional	view	in	mind.		

	

II. ICT	

Learners	of	Grade	6	were	 introduced	 to	 the	 concepts	of	Python	programming.	They	were	able	 to	
pick	differences	between	Python	and	Scratch	codes,	and	were	able	to	write	2	simple	I/O	programs	
for	the	same.	

Grade	 7	 learners	 revised	 their	 Python	 concepts,	 and	 were	
introduced	 to	 Python	 lists.	 They	were	 able	 to	 create,	 append	
and	print	lists	using	Python	codes.	

Learners	 of	 Grade	 8	 worked	 on	 MS	 Word	 to	 create	 elegant	
brochures.	 They	 further	 revised	 their	
MS	 Excel	 concepts	 covered	 in	 the	
previous	grades,	 and	worked	 on	 a	 Cafe	
management	system	to	calculate	profits	
and	losses.	
Grade	 10	 learners	 learnt	 the	 use	 of	
embedded	 systems,	 along	 with	 various	
different	input	and	output	devices.	They	
were	 asked	 to	 create	 presentations	 on	
the	same,	which	will	be	reviewed	in	the	
upcoming	classes.	
	
III. ART	

Grade	 6	 tried	 their	 creative	 hands	 at	 monsoon	 doodling,	 they	 made	 use	 of	 lines	 and	 patterns	
depicting	movement	and	repetition.	

Learners	of	Grade	7	created	a	cover	page	based	on	the	clues	given	which	allowed	them	to	think	out	
of	the	box	and	experiment	using	creativity	and	imagination.	

Grade	 8	 practised	 shading	 techniques,	 creating	 lines	 and	 textures.	 They	 revised	 a	 few	 different	
types	 of	 shading	 that	 included	 hatching,	 cross	 hatching,	 scumbling	 and	 so	 on.	 The	 idea	 was	 for	
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learners	to	explore	and	understand	the	possibilities	of	creating	texture	by	using	a	simple	pencil.		

Grade	 9	 learners	 revised	 memory	 drawing	 and	 free	 hand	 figure	 sketching	 and	 continued	 with	
crackle	art	using	paper	and	coffee.	
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IV. DANCE		
Grades	6	&	7	are	 learning	a	dance	 style	 called	 ‘Jazz’.	
After	 a	 brief	 history	 and	 introduction	 to	 the	 dance	
form,	the	students	are	being	taught	a	few	of	the	basic	
movements	 in	 Jazz	 like	 Jazz	 walks,	 Pivot	 turns,	 the	
Lindy,	 how	 to	 do	 a	 ball	 change	 and	 working	 on	
improving	their	body	isolations	required	to	make	this	
performance	 style	 of	dance	 a	 very	 entertaining	 style	
to	watch.	
	

V. DRAMA		
Back	 to	 school	 but	not	 yet	 in	 rhythm	specially	 during	week	 one,	 so	we	started	 each	 class	with	 a	
Rhythm	 Catch	 exercise	 followed	 by	 reading	 of	 Monologues	 (Grade	 7	 &	 8)	 and	 Shakespeare	
Soliloquies	 (Grade	 9	 &	 10)	 Besides	 this,	 students	 were	 familiarized	 with	 Stage	 Movement	 and	
Expression	of	Emotions	on	Stage.	
	
VI. HINDI	

	
Grade	6		

	
After	 revising	
the	‘Dal	Nayak	
Ki	 Sujh	 Bujh’	
chapter,	
students	
presented	
individual	
PPTs	 on	 the	
topic:	 tour	
plan	 for	 the	
city	of	Nainital.		
	
They	shared	what	safety	measures	were	to	be	taken	during	travelling,	what	delicacies	they	
could	enjoy,	what	they	would	take	along	with	them	and	what	places	they	would	visit	and	
with	whom.	The	activity	focused	on	planning	skills	and	communication	skills.	They	played	
the	game	‘last	man	standing’	and	through	this	game	they	built	on	vocabulary.	
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Grade	7		
	
Learners	 participated	 in	 the	 activity	 ‘Verbal	
Tennis’	and	through	this	activity,	they	worked	on	
sangya,	visheshan,	kriya,	animal	names	and	Mera	
Bachpan.	 They	 were	 also	 focused	 on	 enhancing	
their	reading	skills	and	enriched	their	vocabulary	
and	framed	sentences	using	new	words.		
	
They	built	on	their	reasoning	skills	and	They	also	
read	 up	 the	 chapter	 ‘Mera	 Bachpan	 Meri	
Shaitaniyan’	and	through	this	chapter	understood	
about	 Lata	 Mangeshkar’s	 childhood.	 They	 shared	 small	 incidents	 from	 their	 childhood	 and	 also	
discovered	that	in	order	to	be	successful	they	need	to	work	hard	consistently.	
	
Grade	8	

	
Learners	 played	
the	 game	 Simon	
says	 and	 revised	
their	 grammar	 -		
kriya.	 They	 also	
participated	 in	
group	 activity	 and	
engaged	 in	 healthy	
competition.	they	learnt	the	poem	‘Aatmatran’.	They	built	on	Vocabulary,	framed	sentences	by	using	
new	words	and	created	Poems	via	group	activity.	They	 focused	on	collaboration.	They	also	 learnt	
that	we	should	face	all	problems	in	our	life	and	never	give	up.	
	
Grade	9	

They	played	a	game	of	catch	and	they	asked	each	other	questions	based	on	the	topic	kaal	aur	sangya	
(tense	and	noun).		
	
They	 acted	 out	 role-playing	 scenes	 depicting	 an	 interview	 between	 a	 reporter	 and	 a	 famous	
personality.	This	encouraged	them	to	pen	creative	dialogues	and	brain	storm	together	on	interview	
questions.	
	
During	the	week	students	also	participated	in	a	Listening	activity	wherein	they	listened	to	a	piece	of	
dialogue	and	then	wrote	down	the	answers	to	the	questions	asked	on	the	section.	
	
Grade	10	

Learners	took	part	in	a	group	activity	-	‘Thinking	beyond’	where	they	observed	the	given	image	and	
created	a	poem	and	a	story.	Later,	they	presented	their	creative	pieces	to	their	peers.	They	focused	
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on	collaboration,	higher	order	thinking	and	respecting	each	other's	views.		
	
The	 Class	 revised	 the	 chapter	 ‘Bhayavah	 roop	 leti	 E-kachare	 (E-waste)	 ki	 samasya’.	 They	 shared	
their	views	on	how	we	use	electronic	gadgets	 like	phone,	 computers,	 laptops,	 fridge	etc.	 and	how	
electronic	gadgets	have	made	our	life	easy.		

VII. French	
Grade	6	

The	 learners	of	Grade	6	 recapped	 the	basic	grammatical	 concepts	and	practised	using	 the	 correct	
possessive	 adjective	 keeping	 in	mind	 the	 gender	 and	 number.	 They	 played	 a	 small	 quiz	 based	 on	
Unit	2	(J’habite	 ici)	where	the	learners	modelled	short	dialogues	 in	order	to	ask	and	tell	about	 the	
location,	city,	country	where	they	live.	They	identified	different	ways	to	write	“in”	a	place	in	French	
according	to	the	gender	of	different	places.		
	
Grade	7		

The	French	learners	of	Grade	7	explored	the	world	with	a	new	unit	On	fait	des	projets.	Integrating	
French	with	Geography,	the	learners	were	able	to	identify	different	European	countries.		
After	learning	about	different	means	of	transport,	learners	used	this	to	talk	about	how	they	travel	to	
school,	different	places	that	they	would	like	to	visit,	etc.		
Learners	were	also	introduced	to	the	future	tense	future	proche	and	were	able	to	clearly	articulate	
sentences	about	what	they	would	do	in	the	near	future.		
	
Grade	8		

The	French	learners	of	Grade	8	were	welcomed	back	to	school	with	fun	games	such	as	Verbal	Tennis,	
Beach	Ball	and	Minute	to	Win	it.	Integrating	play	with	French,	the	learners	of	Grade	8	recapped	the	
topics	covered	in	April	through	a	fun-filled	competition.		
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Learners	had	short	speaking	sessions	where	they	voiced	their	opinions	on	the	number	of	PE	sessions	
that	 had	 in	 a	 week	 after	 a	 quick	 game	 of	 Verbal	 Tennis.	 Learners	 revised	 the	 different	 family	
members	and	talked	about	their	siblings	and	their	positive	and	negative	aspects.		
	
Grade	9		

Integrating	play	with	French,	the	learners	of	Grade	9	recapped	the	topics	covered	in	April	through	a	
fun	filled	competition.		
The	 learners	 honed	 their	 listening,	 speaking	 and	 reading	 skills	 throughout	 the	 Unit	 Jeunes	 sans	
frontieres	before	 jumping	headfirst	 into	 the	Unit	 En	 ville	 et	 a	 la	 campagne.	 Integrating	Geography	
with	French,	learners	worked	with	the	geography	of	France	and	the	land,	its	mountains,	rivers	etc.		
Grade	10		
	
Integrating	French	with	 song	and	dance,	 the	French	
learners	 of	 Grade	 10	 were	 introduced	 to	 the	 Song	
Mama	 Africa	 par	 Kids	 United.	 Seeped	 in	 African	
culture	and	traditions,	learners	took	a	step	back	and	
analysed	the	song,	the	lyrics	and	looked	at	it	from	an	
objective	perspective.		
Through	 the	 Unit,	 Ca	 m’interesse,	 learners	 critically	
analysed	 different	 forms	 of	 media	 such	 as	 books,	
movies,	 comics	 etc	 and	 then	 eventually	 started	
working	on	their	own	Comic	Strip.	

	
VIII. MUSIC	

The	 new	 song	 “Wellerman”	 (sea	 ballad	 from	 New	
Zealand	from	1860)	was	introduced	to	the	students	
after	 giving	 a	 brief	 introduction.	 Students	 were	
given	 the	 opportunity	 to	 play	 or	 sing	 during	 the	
session.		

	

IX. P.E.	

Physical	fitness	is	an	important	marker	of	health	that	enables	learners	to	carry	out	activities	of	daily	
living	with	vigour	and	alertness	but	without	undue	fatigue	and	with	sufficient	reserve	to	enjoy	active	
leisure	pursuits	and	to	meet	unforeseen	emergencies.	

In	 PE,	 learners	 are	 undertaking	 PACER	 (Progressive	 Aerobic	 Cardiovascular	 Endurance	 Run)	
training	to	develop	their	Cardio	respiratory	Health	Component	this	month	along	with	other	physical	
activities	and	games.	

	
X. 	Sports	
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Playing	 a	 sport	 is	 a	 great	 way	 for	 children	 to	
take	 a	 break	 from	academics	and	 release	pent-
up	 energy.	 It	 also	 helps	 them	 lead	 fuller	 and	
happier	 lives	 as	 regular	 sports	 and	 fitness	
activities	 have	 proven	 to	 provide	 not	 only	
physical	 benefits	 but	 also	 social	 and	
psychological	benefits	to	children.	

At	 TGS,	 learners	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 learn	
various	 sports	 of	 their	 choice.	 In	 Football,	
learners	 are	 in	 the	 process	 of	 developing	 their	
understanding	 about	 warm-up	 and	 cool-down	
exercises,	 and	 various	 dynamic	 and	 static	
forms	 of	 sports	 specific	 exercises	 apart	 from	
learning	passing	and	dribbling	skills.	

In	Table-Tennis,	the	focus	has	been	to	develop	
hand-eye	coordination	by	using	off	table	drills	
like	 ball	 tapping	 along	with	 developing	 basic	
forehand	counter	strikes.	

In	 Martial	 Art,	 learners	 performed	 fitness	
exercises,	 body	 stretching	 and	 Kumite	 (fight	
training)	

	
MIDDLE	SCHOOL	&	IGCSE	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	

GRADE	6	
	English:		
The	use	of	figurative	language	is	a	wonderful	way	to	express	oneself.	Students	were	taught	a	few	
basic	 ones	 -	 simile,	 metaphor,	 personification	 as	 well	 as	 some	 new	 ones	 such	 as	 repetitions,	
onomatopoeia	and	symbolism.	Students	then	created	a	symbol	of	their	own	to	represent	them	and	
their	personality	such	as	clay,	butterflies,	notebooks,	etc.	
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	Math:	
Learners	 calculated	 the	 values	 of	 unknown	
variables.	Students	learnt	the	divisibility	test	rules	
to	find	the	number	is	divisible	by	another	number	
if	it	can	be	divided	exactly	by	that	number	without	
leaving	 a	 remainder.	 The	 activity	was	 performed	
in	 the	 class,	 where	 the	 dice	 were	 rolled	 to	 get	 a	
four-digit	 number;	once	 the	 number	 is	 generated	
learners	apply	the	divisibility	rule	to	figure	out	the	
divisor.		

	

	Physics:		
Learners	are	currently	learning	about	Energy.	To	consolidate	their	learning,	students	were	divided	
into	groups,	and	given	the	task	of	making	a	poster	answering	various	questions	about	energy,	like,	
‘What	 is	energy?’,	 ‘Which	sources	does	energy	come	from?’,	etc.	Learners	worked	well	 in	groups	
and	came	up	with	some	unique	and	creative	displays.	

	

Chemistry:		
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Science	is	everywhere,	even	in	household	items.	In	the	Science	laboratory	a	pH	indicator	such	as	
litmus	paper	was	used	to	learn	about	acids	and	bases.	The	students	observed	the	colour	changes	in	
litmus	paper	when	dipped	in	common	household	items	such	as	lime,	vinegar,	bleach,	soap	solution,	
milk	 tea	etc.	The	students	were	able	 to	 identify	a	weak	acid	 from	a	strong	acid	and	the	same	for	
bases	too.	

Students	revised	the	topic	on	acidity	and	 indicators,	using	a	 fun	activity	like	 loop	cards.	A	 folded	
paper	 containing	 questions	 and	 answers	was	 provided	 to	 the	 students.	 The	 students	 asked	 the	
questions	and	they	had	to	figure	out	the	answer	while	maintaining	a	loop.	This	activity	helped	with	
revision	and	clearing	doubts,	if	any,	on	some	concepts.		

Biology:	Inhale!	Exhale!	Yes,	we	take	in	air	(not	oxygen!).	The	cells	utilize	the	oxygen	from	the	
air	for	producing	energy	and	exhale	out	carbon	dioxide	which	is	a	by-product.	A	well-known	fact	
but	better	explained	by	a	visual	through	an	activity.	The	students	observed	an	activity	of	air	being	
blown	out	 into	a	beaker	 containing	 lime	water	and	 to	observe	 it	 turn	 from	 transparent	 to	milky	
white	solution	because	of	carbon	dioxide	which	proves	that	we	exhale	carbon	dioxide.	

Global	 Perspectives:	 It’s	 interesting	 to	 note	 how	 passionate	 Grade	 6	 is	 continuing	 to	
explore	 types	 of	 Belief	 Systems	 being	 practised	 around	 the	 world	 including	 their	 negative	 and	
positive	impacts.	They	are	currently	reflecting	upon	their	own	beliefs.	
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Geography:	Students	are	surprised	(probably	a	little	confused	too)	as	they	realise	that	maps	
are	not	all	that	simple	and	straight	forward.	They	are	currently	grappling	with	the	characteristics	
of	different	types	of	maps,	sketches	and	globes.	

History:	 Our	 budding	 historians	 enthusiastically	 presented	 an	 insight	 on	 why	 England	 was	
invaded,	 who	 were	 the	 key	 invaders	 and	 how	 the	 King	 of	 England	 lost	 his	 throne	 to	 Duke	 of	
Normandy.		

	
GRADE	7	

English:		
We	 have	 started	 off	 this	 Term	 by	 looking	 at	 how	 to	 write	
characters	 in	 a	 more	 descriptive	 way.	 The	 class	 has	 been	
divided	 into	 teams	 and	 these	 teams	 will	 compete	 in	 the	
Humanities	 Premier	 League	 (which	 will	 cover	 English	 and	
History).	 They	 will	 garner	 points	 for	 answering	 in	 class	 and	
engaging	in	activities.	Negative	marks	will	also	be	given	to	those	
teams	 that	 don’t	 behave	 in	 class.	 The	 class	 then	 looked	 at	
marking	out	the	Parts	of	speech	and	figures	of	speech	in	various	
sentences	 and	 this	 was	 done	 using	 colour	 coding	 to	 make	
learning	 fun	 and	 interesting.	 The	 students	worked	 together	 in	
their	teams	and	made	their	books	bright	and	colourful!		

In	order	to	learn	more	about	pathetic	fallacy,	a	PPT	with	slides	
was	 used	 to	 make	 students	 relate	 emotions	 and	 the	 weather.	
The	students	also	spent	time	working	on	generating	content	for	
Meraki,	the	school	newspaper.	The	theme	chosen	was	‘Monsoon	
Moodboard’.	 They	 could	make	 a	 poster,	 submit	 art,	write	 a	 poem	 and	 it	was	 amazing	 to	 see	 the	
teams	collaborate	to	produce	some	very	beautiful	and	creative	content!		

Math:	The	 students	of	Grade	7	are	 currently	 learning	about	2D	and	3D	shapes.	 Students	made	
their	own	‘Family	Tree’	of	Quadrilaterals	using	craft	paper	and	creativity,	showcasing	every	unique	
quality	of	each	member	of	the	family,	and	learning	what	makes	each	shape	special	-	just	like	each	of	
them	is	unique	in	their	own	way	and	a	valuable	addition	to	their	respective	families.	Students	learnt	
Math,	and	also	learnt	a	bit	of	life	skills	along	the	way!	
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Physics	:	

Learners	 learnt	 to	 take	 accurate	measurements	 and	 learnt	 the	 empirical	 formula	 to	 calculate	 the	
speed.	Students	figure	out	the	difference	between	the	speed	and	average	speed.	Learners	are	made	
into	 different	 group	 to	 carry	 out	 the	 measuring	 of	 the	 average	 walking	 speed	 activity.	 They	
measured	the	length	of	the	title	by	using	measuring	tape	and	calculated	the	total	distance	in	metre,	
by	using	the	stopwatch	the	time	taken	for	each	team	to	reach	the	distance	were	noted.		

	

	

	

	

	

Chemistry:	

Atoms	 are	 the	 basic	 units	 of	matter.	 Let's	make	 this	 better!	 Atoms	 are	 further	 divided	 into	 sub-
atomic	particles.	Whoa!!	At	 this	point	 students	have	 to	be	 so	 imaginative.	This	 is	where	play-doh	
helps	transform	the	concepts	learnt	into	something	tangible.	The	students	were	provided	with	play-
doh	for	this	activity		and	they	made	the	three	models	to	explain	the	structure	of	an	atom.	Students	
displayed	healthy	competition	by	channelling	their	understanding	of	concepts	to	complete	the	task.		
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Can	 a	 mixture	 be	
separated?	 If	 a	
combination	of	food	dyes	
is	 used	 can	 they	 be	
separated?	 The	 answer	
to	the	questions	is	paper	
chromatography.	 The	
students	 can	 be	 seen	
observing	 the	 dyes	
separate	out	as	 they	rise	
up	 the	 chromatography	
paper.	 Paper	
chromatography	 can	 be	
used	 to	 separate	 the	
dyes	used	in	candies	and	
to	 separate	 out	 other	
materials	as	well.	

Biology:	 Diffusion	 is	 the	 movement	 of	 particles	 in	 liquids	 and	 gases.	 Gases	 diffuse	 in	 the	
atmosphere.	For	e.g.	fragrance	spreads	through	a	room	by	diffusion.	A	simulation	helped	bridge	that	
understanding.	Further	on	the	diffusion	of	gases	was	linked	to	how	gases	diffuse	from	the	alveoli	in	
the	lungs	to	the	blood	vessels	and	then	to	be	distributed	to	the	different	parts	of	the	body.	

In	 an	 activity,	 the	 students	were	 given	 packets	with	 jumbled	 up	words	 to	 form	 a	 sentence.	 The	
sentences	once	formed	were	read	out	by	the	groups.	This	activity	helped	summarize	the	concepts	
done	in	the	previous	class	to	help	students	revise	and	understand	the	sub-topics.	

	

History:	A	recap	of	the	topics	covered	so	far	was	done.	The	class	played	a	game	of	Mail	Call	to	get	
students	to	summarize	their	learnings.	The	students	were	highly	engaged	and	had	a	lot	of	fun!	As	
the	students	shared	their	viewpoints	of	 the	causes	of	 the	French	Revolution,	 it	was	heartening	to	
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see	them	dive	deeper	and	read	into	the	zeitgeist	of	the	times	with	great	panache,	thereby	showing	
their	love	for	and	interest	for	the	topic	being	done!		

	Global	 Perspectives:	 As	 we	 continue	 to	 analyse	 biodiversity	 and	 ecosystem	 losses,	
students	are	shocked	(some	a	 little	angry	too!)	 to	note	that	a	small	human	activity	 is	resulting	 in	
multiple	damaging	impacts	on	the	environment	which	will	ultimately	backfire	on	us	humans.	

					

	

	
Grade	8	
English:	
We	have	 started	 off	 this	 Term	by	 dividing	 the	 class	 into	
teams	 and	 these	 teams	 will	 compete	 in	 the	 Humanities	
Premier	 League	 (which	 will	 cover	 English	 and	 History).	
They	 will	 garner	 points	 for	 answering	 in	 class	 and	
engaging	in	activities.	Negative	marks	will	also	be	given	to	
those	teams	that	don’t	behave	in	class.	The	class	looked	at	
ways	to	explore	the	writer's	effect.	Fun	activities	in	terms	
of	dingbats	and	guessing	games	were	used	to	enthuse	the	
students	 to	 establish	 the	 objective	 of	 the	 lesson.	 They	
made	mind	maps	and	 their	very	own	graphic	organizers	
when	analyzing	various	phrases.	They	also	collaborated	in	
teams	 to	 work	 on	 a	 table	 of	 techniques	 used	 in	 the	
extracts	in	the	textbook.	In	order	to	break	the	monotony,	
the	 class	 studied	on	 the	playground	 too,	 thereby	using	a	
different	 space	 to	 refresh	 the	 mind	 and	 think	 more	
creatively.	 The	 students	 also	 spent	 time	 working	 on	
generating	content	for	Meraki,	the	school	newspaper.	The	
theme	 chosen	was	 ‘Monsoon	Moodboard’.	They	 could	make	 a	 poster,	 submit	 art,	write	 a	
poem	and	it	was	amazing	to	see	the	teams	collaborate	to	produce	some	very	good	content	
in	a	short	span	of	time!		
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Math:		
A	 tessellation	 is	 a	 pattern	 of	 shapes	 that	 fit	 together	 perfectly,	 without	 any	 gaps.	
Tessellation	 often	 refers	 to	 a	 pattern	 that	 includes	 a	 repetition	 of	 one	 particular	 shape,	
such	 as	 the	 repetition	 of	 squares	 in	 a	 checkerboard,	or	the	hexagons	in	a	honeycomb.	
Learners	 were	 given	 the	 task	 of	 investigating	 which	polygons	could	tessellate,	and	why	some	
shapes	 could	 not.	 Though	 they	 found	 it	 challenging	initially,	students	worked	in	groups	
and	 eventually	 were	 able	 to	 reason	 why	 tessellations	were	only	possible	with	triangles,	
squares	and	hexagons.	

	
Physics	:		
Learners	 understood	 the	 law	of	
conservation	of	energy	and	how	
the	 energy	 is	 transformed.	
Students	 understood	 the	
difference	 between	 heat	 and	
temperature,	and	how	a	particle	
behaves	 at	 low	 and	 high	
temperatures.	 Learners	
investigated	 the	energy	 transfer	
between	the	hot	and	cold	water.	

	
Chemistry:		
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The	periodic	 table	 is	a	 table	 that	holds	many	secrets.	One	
being	the	atomic	number.	The	topic	was	revised	using	the	
activity	 ‘Finding	 your	 perfect	 match’.	 The	 students	 were	
handed	 out	 folded	 paper	 with	 the	 elements	 and	 their	
corresponding	atomic	number.	The	 students	had	 to	move	
around	 and	 find	 their	 perfect	match	 thereby	memorizing	
the	atomic	number	of	the	first	few	elements	in	the	periodic	
table.				

Biology:	 Liquid	 chlorophyll	 definitely	 has	 caught	 our	
attention.	What	is	chlorophyll?	It	is	a	green	pigment	found	
in	leaves	and	that	is	why	they	appear	green.	Chlorophyll	is	
also	 an	 important	 factor	 required	 for	 photosynthesis.	 Is	
chlorophyll	the	only	pigment	found	in	plants?	The	students	
here	are	observing	 the	pigments	 in	green	 leaves	 separate	
using	 paper	 chromatography.	 Four	 pigments	 were	
separated	 out:	 Carotene	 (orange),	 xanthophyll	 (yellow),	
chlorophyll	a	and	chlorophyll	b.	There’s	more	to	plants	than	meets	the	
eye!	

History:	 We	 dived	 into	 the	 Balkan	 War	 and	 the	 assassination	 of	
Franz	 Ferdinand.	 We	 used	 a	 combination	 of	 the	 textbook,	 PPT	 and	
videos	to	discuss	the	topic.	What	made	this	unit	different	was	that	the	
teams	 were	 assigned	 countries	 to	 represent,	 namely,	 Serbia,	 Austria-
Hungary,	Germany,	France	and	Britain.	 (The	 teacher	was	Russia!)	The	
power	 dynamics	 between	 the	 countries	 that	 led	 to	World	War	 I	 was	
taught	 using	 the	 teams	 and	 students	 themselves	 remarked	 that	 this	
activity	made	learning	about	the	start	of	the	war	so	much	more	fun	and	
interesting!		

	
Global	 Perspectives:	 Grade	 8	 Learners	 have	 been	 making	 presentations	 about	 different	
articles	 in	 the	 Universal	 Declaration	 of	 Human	 Rights	 (UDHR).	 We	 also	 learnt	 about	 Maslow’s	
Hierarchy	of	Needs,	as	well	as	the	pillars	of	government.	Apart	from	this	we	have	also	learnt	about	
Discourse	 Markers,	 which	 will	 help	 us	 write	 more	 academically	 and	 help	 with	 written	 work.	
Learners	 have	
also	 learnt	
about	
discrimination	
and	 all	 the	
bases	 on	which	
people	
discriminate	
against	 one	
another.	
Moving	
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forward,	 we	 are	 also	 going	 to	 try	 and	 figure	 out	why	 people	 discriminate	 in	 the	 first	 place,	 and	
learners	have	been	able	to	provide	insightful	reasons	like	environment	and	parenting.		

Geography:		

Students	have	been	analysing	push	and	pull	factors	affecting	changes	in	population	over	time.	They	
also	watched	a	video	showing	evolution	of	population	since	1	CE	and	used	their	prior	knowledge	to	
presented	their	views	on	how	and	why	population	evolved	the	way	it	did,	why	its	rate	of	increase	
suddenly	accelerated	around	the	1800s	and	why	it	is	so	unevenly	distributed	across	the	continents.	

Grade	9	
Math:		
Learners	 are	 currently	 studying	 the	
basics	of	Algebra,	and	how	to	apply	the	
same	rules	of	BODMAS	 to	variables	as	
well.	To	 consolidate	 their	 learning,	we	
had	a	game	in	class,	‘Math-Tennis’	-	the	
teacher	 stated	 a	 rule,	 say,	 ‘add	 2’,	 and	
learners	had	to	keep	applying	 the	rule	
and	 giving	 out	 the	 result	 back	 and	
forth,	 quickly	 between	 the	 two	 teams.	
Students	 started	 with	 basic	 rules,	 and	
then	 moved	 on	 to	 more	 complicated	
rules,	and	then	applied	the	same	rules	to	variables,	thus	constructing	basic	algebraic	expressions.		

	History:		
In	 continuation	 with	 learning	 about	 the	 Treaty	 of	 Versailles,	 the	 students	 viewed	 the	 Treaty	 in	
hindsight	 and	 the	 reactions	 to	 the	 Treaty.	 Thereafter,	 the	 students	 used	 the	 flipped	 classroom	
technique	to	make	presentations	on	the	other	peace	settlements	for	Hungary,	Bulgaria,	Austria	and	
Turkey.	

	

Physics:		
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Learners	made	a	parachute	to	understand	the	air	resistance	affects	the	free-falling	object.	Students	
calculated	 distance	 if	 a	 ball	 is	 thrown	horizontally	 from	 the	 top	 of	 a	 cliff	 and	 takes	 3	 seconds	 to	
reach	the	ground.		

Learners	understand	the	elastic	limit	and	stretching	force	by	performing	the	spring	experiment.		

	
Chemistry:	 After	 covering	 the	 various	 separation	 techniques,	 learners	 were	 introduced	 to	
another	phenomenon	of	how	substances	mix	
together	to	 form	a	new	substance.	 	Learners	
participated	 in	an	activity	where	they	mixed	
two	 solutions	 and	 observed	 how	 they	
diffused	 into	 each	 other.	 	 The	 rate	 at	which	
each	 solid	 particle	 diffused	 was	 also	
observed	by	the	 learners	and	they	 identified	
the	area	where	 reaction	occurred.	 	 Learning	
about	diffusion	and	solubility	helps	 learners	
understand	 how	 solutions	 are	 prepared	 in	
the	laboratory.		

	

Biology:		
Having	 covered	 the	 various	 kingdoms	 of	
living	 organisms,	 learners	 studied	 about	
the	 organism	 that	 has	 now	 become	 the	
‘talk	of	the	town’:	Viruses.		Learners	were	
introduced	 to	 the	 structure	 of	 the	 virus	
and	 how	 this	 structure	 helps	 it	 float	 on	
the	border	between	living	and	non-living.		
After	 naming	 a	 few	 diseases	 caused	 by	
these	 microbes,	 a	 discussion	 about	 the	
Coronavirus	 was	 conducted	 where	
learners	shared	their	experience	of	either	
being	 infected	or	 the	effects	after	getting	
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the	 vaccine.	 	 The	 importance	 of	 learning	 the	 structure	 in	 order	 to	 discover	 a	 vaccine	 was	
highlighted.	 	 Learners	 then	 completed	 a	 jigsaw	 puzzle	 to	 appreciate	 how	 our	 body	 fights	 off	 all	
infections.	 	An	activity	was	also	conducted	to	understand	how	the	microscope	magnifies	an	object	
was	also	carried	out.		Learners	can	now	calculate	the	magnification	used	to	view	an	object.	
	

Business	Studies:	
Learners	 got	 acquainted	 with	 new	 business	 concepts	 and	 techniques.	 Terms	 like	 enterprise,	
entrepreneurship	 etc	 were	 discussed	 in	 detail,	 following	 which	 they	 analysed	 the	 nature	 of	
successful	entrepreneurs	and	enterprises	with	a	case	examination	of	Richard	Branson	and	Virgin.	
Discussions	were	held	on	business	plan,	 government	 support	 to	start	ups,	 value	of	output,	profit,	
revenue	etc.	 It	was	 interesting	 to	watch	 learners	use	 their	 creativity	 to	make	drawings	depicting	
sectoral	activities	through	which	a	product	travels	before	reaching	the	final	consumer.	
	
Economics:		
Allocation	 of	 resources	 while	
providing	 answers	 to	 the	
fundamental	 questions	 in	
economics,	 and	 while	 addressing	
the	 issue	of	 scarcity,	 is	one	of	 the	
key	 purposes	 of	 Economics	 as	 a	
discipline.	Learners	 came	up	with	
classification	 of	 economies	 into	
market,	 planned	 and	 mixed	
economies	by	analysis	of	the	share	
of	 the	 public	 sector	 and	 private	
sector,	and	the	role	of	government	
in	 allocation	 of	 economic	 resources	 in	 different	 countries	 like	 North	 Korea,	 India	 and	 USA.	 The	
features	of	these	economies	were	identified	by	analysis	of	the	countries	in	discussion.	Mentions	of	
socio-economic	 conditions	 in	 different	 countries	 were	 made	 with	 reference	 to	 movies	 and	
documentaries.	 A	 debate	 was	 held	 in	 which	 learners	 spoke	 for	 and	 against	 the	 motion	 ‘market	
economies	perform	better	than	planned	economies’.	
	
Global	Perspectives:	
Grade	 9	 has	 been	 making	 presentations	 on	 studies	 they	
conducted	 while	 we	 were	 learning	 about	 demographic	
change.	 Their	 insights	 have	 been	 eye	 opening	 for	 the	whole	
class.	They	were	able	to	construct	questionnaires,	and	put	that	
data	 together	 in	 the	 form	 of	 infographics	 to	 present	 to	 the	
class.	We	were	able	 to	 learn	about	a	 lot	of	 interesting	 topics	
like	 reading	 habits,	 media	 consumption	 and	 entertainment,	
screen	 time,	 and	 much	 more.	 Looking	 forward,	 Grade	 9	 is	
embarking	 on	 a	 journey	 to	 learn	 about	 the	 American	
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Psychological	Association	format	which	will	help	them	with	academic	writing.	
	
Grade	10	

English:		
One	 of	 the	 major	 forms	 of	
communication	 involves	 dialogue.	
Students	 underwent	 a	 series	 of	
exercises	to	practice	dialogue	writing,	
firstly,	 by	 understanding	 the	 features	
of	 dialogue	 writing	 and	 then	 using	 a	
comic	strip	to	aid	 their	writing	skills.	
Finally	 the	students	used	role-play	to	
show	their	understanding	of	the	topic.	

Math:		
To	 answer	 the	 age-old	 question	 of	 	 ‘Where	 will	 we	 use	 this	 in	 real	
life?’,	 learners	 were	 given	 a	 practical	 activity	 in	 Trigonometry.	
Students	 were	 given	 the	 task	 of	making	 their	 own	 Clinometers	 (a	
simple	 device	 used	 to	measure	 angles),	 and	with	 the	 help	 of	 their	
devices,	 and	 some	 basic	 Trigonometric	 ratios,	 they	 were	 able	 to	
estimate	 the	 height	 of	 their	 school	 building.	 Students	 enjoyed	
working	 together	 in	 pairs	 and	 putting	 their	 classroom	 theoretical	
knowledge	to	practical	use.	
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History:		
The	 Cold	War	 had	 losses	 for	 both	 sides	 of	 the	world	 -	 USA	 and	
USSR.	The	Vietnam	War	marked	 the	withdrawal	of	 support	 from	
the	USA.	They	preferred	to	accept	defeat	with	dignity	however,	the	
USSR	still	had	a	lot	to	do	to	ensure	the	Domino	Theory	of	countries	
falling	 into	 communism	 was	 still	 intact.	 This	 proved	 incredibly	
difficult	 with	 the	 shift	 in	 power	 from	 Stalin	 to	 Khrushchev.	
Students	explained	this	shift	in	the	form	of	presentations	on	case	
studies	 such	 as:	 Hungary,	 1956;	 Czechoslovakia	 and	 the	 Prague	
Spring,	1968;	The	Berlin	Wall;	Solidarity	in	Poland,	1980-81.		

	
	
	
	
	
Physics:	
Learners	 learnt	 about	 the	 electric	 current,	
resistance,	 and	 voltage.	 Students	 wired	 the	
circuits	according	to	topics	given	such	as	parallel	
and	 series.	Learners	 connected	 the	voltmeter	 in	
their	 circuit	 to	 check	 the	 potential	 difference	
between	 the	 points.	 Students	 described	 the	
factors	affecting	the	resistance	of	the	wire.	

Chemistry:		
After	 revising	
concepts	 taught	
before	 the	 summer	
break,	 we	 picked	
up	 where	 we	 left	
off.	 	 Learners	
studied	 the	 rate	 of	
reaction	 and	 the	
factors	 affecting	 it	
as	 well.		
Equilibrium,	a	state	all	of	us	wish	to	attain,	chemical	reactions	work	the	same	way.		To	understand	
this	principle,	 learners	engaged	 in	an	activity	 to	 fill	up	their	opponent’s	bowl	of	water	 in	order	to	
win.	 	 At	 the	 end	 of	 this	 activity,	 they	 realised	 that	 the	 volume	 of	water	would	 remain	 the	 same.		



TGS	Newsletter	24th	June	2022	(Nursery	–	Grade	5)	 Page	25

Why?	This	is	because	the	conditions	remain	the	same	for	the	reaction	to	take	place.	 	On	changing	
the	conditions,	 learners	 identified	how	the	equilibrium	had	shifted.	 	This	knowledge	 is	 important	
for	 them	 to	 understand	 the	 value	 of	why	 equilibrium	should	 always	 be	maintained.	 A	 reversible	
reaction	of	copper	sulphate	was	demonstrated	for	students	to	witness	this	phenomenon.	

Biology:		

A	revision	of	topics	covered	earlier	was	followed	by	the	understanding	of	one	of	the	most	important	
sense	organs	of	our	body,	the	eye.		Learners	were	paired	up,	one	was	asked	to	close	their	eyes	and	
the	other	to	observe	the	movement	of	the	eyeball.		They	then	asked	questions	to	their	partner	about	
their	 experience	after	opening	 their	 eyes	and	observed	 the	 changes	 in	 the	 size	of	 the	 lens	etc.	 	A	
discussion	about	how	flashing	direct	light	into	the	eyes	was	conducted.		Organ	donation,	is	it	a	good	
idea?	 	 When	 asked	 how	 many	 would	 volunteer	 to	 donate	 their	 organs	 after	 death,	 not	 many	
learners	were	enthusiastic	about	the	idea	but	after	understanding	how	this	will	save	so	many	lives,	
the	numbers	did	go	up.			

Business	Studies:	

Learners	 examined	 various	 business	 costs	 and	 scale	 of	 production.	 Analysis	 of	 break	 even	 with	
simple	charts	was	undertaken.	With	the	cases	of	Volkswagen	and	Apple,	a	detailed	flow	chart	was	
prepared	by	the	learners	to	depict	the	concepts	of	quality	control	and	quality	assurance.	Learners	
worked	in	groups	to	solve	these	cases.	They	also	teamed	up	to	work	on	finding	suitable	locations	for	
a	supermarket	chain	business	and	a	steel	factory.		

Economics:		

Various	 cost	 curves	 and	 revenue	 curves	
were	 analysed	 to	 identify	 how	 different	
decisions	 by	 firms	 in	 different	 markets	
could	 affect	 their	 profit	 maximisation	
objective.	 The	 details	 of	 the	 concept	 of	
marginalism	 were	 introduced	 through	
marginal	 costs	 and	 marginal	 revenue.		
Structural	 division	 of	 markets	 into	
monopoly,	 competition,	 oligopoly,	 etc.	
along	 with	 the	 variations	 in	 their	 cost	
curves	and	revenue	curves	turned	out	to	
be	interesting.	

	

With	that,	we	end	this	edition	of	the	Newsletter.	Be	back	soon!	
Regards	

The	Gera	School	


